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Clted by Simon and Garfunkel, the Queensboro Bridge will be celebrated al its centennial in March with a dance, symposio and & gala.

Honors for Bridges Many Take for Granted

Fans Are Celebrating Birthdays of What Some Call ‘the Bones of the City’

By GLENMN COLLINS

Though mece marine traflic
erisiey mder 1 than ursdes amny
ather city drawbecidge, most driv-
&rg who rraverae e bumble Pel-
ham DBay Dridge in the Drobs
banely take notice. This budf-and-
e span in Pellhom Bay Park —
a heavily iravelsd approach o
Qity 12kand — 5 certalnly not the
brdge o newhene. But (515 oniy o
bit ployer in ihe transpartation
firmament of bridges with Star
names like Erooklyn and George
Wishingtan.

Yot despite §is obscurity, the
centermisl of this workhorse will
be grected ooxt moeath with a
Birasgs marching band. There will
be o coler puasd, a parsde of
Oydesdales ollowed by & horse
and carringe, & cancd fotifls and
a processton of dignitaries exe
pected o include the Bronx boe-
pugh president, Adolfe Carridn
Je., and (Be S0y parks oommies-
sioner, Adrian Benepe. There will
B spedchies. ARd the clamshell
drawbcidge will be cenpmomally
opened B5 @ fisehoat spouts
redl witilve aned e,

Bt winy?

“Char bridges gel no respeol”
saad M. Barey Schnetder, lounder
af et Mew York City Brgs Cene
fennidnl Commission. which has
given Aseld the mi 7 of cele
brating the 180th anniversary of
aix city bridges from 3004 (o 2010,
Betore this year the comntistian
had littke mcre than a lego {a
jaumnly sispension bridge i Bue
and gray), bl 6ow has o cen-
ienninl celebragons ander s
bels: the University  Hedghis
Bridge (January) and the Borden

for the Pelham Bay B
nanlhy openesd on et 1
barough president
gioners’ schedules are (kY.
That will be followed by Borars

lee (i1 &g
¥, |, DUk

il EcariTs

for the Qusensboro Bridee
(300, the Manhs Bridgs

fal=0 2009 and the Madison Ave-
mie Bridge (20003,

Such v Nas ol Desen in-
gpared by any offecial aem ol the
cicy powvermment, T ratser, by a

nonprofit growp ihot has won on-
thusigstic copperation Irom the
borcugh presidenis’ offices, the
mayor's oioe, the CILys parks
department mnd its Depariment
of Transpartation, All are partici
pating in the hoopla.

=1 1hink It's greal that weme
huving binhday porties for these
SIX bridges" sald Transportnbion
Commissioner  Janctie Sodik.
Ehan, whepn asked about the
commission, *The bones of ihe
city are really strong — amnd we
are celebrating that greatl booe
Slrusiire "

Mr. Schneider created the come
mission with his wibs, Judigh, in
Oetoher 2006, =1 picked the name
‘eommtisiian” 0 we codld all be
commissicnecs,” ke =ald with a
[augh.

Hiz agenda, however, 5 e
rrely serjoas. = We take our infra-
strusiore for granted,” said ihe
Tyear-old Mr. Schoeider, a e
tired ndvertising executive who
% o curtent member axl forsmesr
president of Community Board 8,
und is president of the G50-men-
Bir East Sixties MNeighborhosd
Asaociation in Manhattan “And
1w doi't take cane, we'll wind
wp with bridges that (ol dewn.”

The oommisiaon Kas  gived
woice 0 A small il passionale
Eeiied] of Birsd @ rolapdds, VAE ois-
Iy kmown as bodges and bod-

peahalics — largely engimeers,
prchiecs, contrectors nnd hisios
rinns — who form the group's

membership =Artistically,
biridges are benstifol, they are in
credibily mathematical and there
B an ey
thiem,™ said Samist] 1. Schwori,
an independent civil-englneering
corsulinnt wha ks the bridge come-
MISSIoN 'S president

S“From 1553 (o 10, there were
23 major hndges BEll in New
York City — and we are a brsdge
mecca,” sald Mr Schwarte, who
wis LSt Qepury commmassiones
and chiel engieeer OF the Mew
vork City Bepaniment of Trans-
partation from 19SS o 1950,

Sl bridpe chiayiniss prgse
that the wvery Constracion of
bridges ercated (he meodern Mow
york City, The frenzy of brsdge
building ot the dawn of the 20ch
cenfury Sollowed the consalida-
twon of the boroughs in 1898,

*There camee o rush [0 conpect
e Boroughs at thetr polsis of
casiest aooess.” sakd the Lindoln
historinn Horold Holrer, s mem-
ber of the bridge cenienmnial coms-
missicn. He added: “Thint's when
thase five Cities came 16 the sud-
den realization that there was no
nlercannection — save for ther

ganee asd hghtness o

spirit”

The vy netwaork of bridges
“i3 an invisible thread, and ped-
ple dos'l pay amentson to it ueil
it amaps,” Ms. Sadik-Ehan sold of
[ exivs mode  than 2,000
bridges, including highway over-
pacied, [hose over water and
thase [or trains, She said TED of
Ul wodre oewraed By Che ciey.

Eridges are complex machines
filed with mdving parts bo s
commodate the weight of wehi-
cleg and traing and the efects of
the weather, Mr. Schwiartz said,
For ssample, he said, the Man-
hatlan Brdge drops amd rises

Parades for the
Queensboro and
lesser-known spans.

cight feet as subrway trains cross,

Mr. Schwartz recalled that
when Be was chiel engineer, he
cloged all e part of 20 baidpes, in-
cluding the Willlamsluirng Bridgs
for foar meandbis in 18HE due 1o 5
WEre porrosion. =We tool & ot of
heat for closing it, bat now people
say i was a putsy call, especinlly
after the Minesola bredge,” he
sinid ol the Interseate I5W cpan
thait collapsed bast vear im Ainne-
apolis, Kiling 13 people.

In PMew York, “manlenance
had o been  delerred, amd
whien the fiseal erixit of phae 1070
it there was nd consiiuency fiar

bridges,” Mr. Schwartz said But
in the late PEEGE, a manlenance
progrom was put in place,

“New York 15 COInE A vory
good pob wilh its bridges now,”
Mr. Schwarte =ald, noimg that
the city had spent 33 bifllon 20 lar
oa  maimenance  doring  the
Bloomnberg admintsiraton, which
has budpeied another 52 billlon
orver the mext Two fiscal vears.

*“The Bmooklyn Rridge . has
been geiting the Hon's share of at-
tentian,® Mre Schoeider said of
the span that celebrated its 1Z1h
naniversary in May with Grues
fireworks and a performance by
the Emaklyn Philharmanic. *But
the truth is there are 30 many
nther bBridges that have sipril-
icont anniversaries — bridges
impartant to the history and
grovth of the city.”

They inclode the University
Height=s Bridge over the waters
of the trbulent Harlerm River be-
tween Jth Street in Manhaman
nad Fordham Raad in the Bronx:
it celebrted 83 centennial in Jan-
ey, Then (hete 2 e ol-lg-
mored  Dorden Avened Dridge
alove Duitch Kills, in Sunnyside,
Queens, which celebrated s cen-
ternial in Maseh. Thouph handly
the Pont 4'Avignoen, it i a rare
“retractle bridpe™ which moves
barapontally on rails.

The festivities for the Cueens.
baro Bridge next May will be the
mist grandicse bodate. Thene are
plans for the Queens and Man:
hntian horoegh  presidents o
meed a1 midspan in the city
equivabent of a polden-zpilce mo.
ment, and bodge lovers are

scheduling  walking  tours, a
damnte i the park under the
bridge, fympoma, boat-ride bec-
fuses and 3 gala ar Goastaving’s,
the catering place bepeath ihe
bridge on the Manharian gide,

Some 50 workers lost their
lives daring the constrecthon o
the Cracensbon, which opzned to
traffic on Narch 30, 19089, 1t ks the
orly oy bridge to hme been
honored by a Somon gnd CRar-
fumkel ki, but “The 55th Street
Bridpge %ong”™ is, 10 (ueens nesk
Henes, ]':EI}IFN'-"{-!“}' ENCOETECE
“singe the Wike 1s Manhatian-=cen:
tric.” sald Mrs, Schncider,

The Manharxn Bridpge —
which conneits Flatbash Asenae
in Downtown Brookive with Ca-
mal Feeet in Chinhbewn over the
East Fiver — "eame cloge [0 col
lapse in 18847 because the siec]
braces thal moored s D0-inch-
thick cnbles corroded,  Mir
Schwartz sadd. If was rescisd,
ond will reach iks oenfenndal in
December 2IHE,

And finally, che Madson Ave-
mue Bridpe, coneeciang 13%th
Street ke Brony with hlanhat-
tam ovwer the Harlem Eiver, 15 o
iy 195 CEniesnial in Jaly 2010,

The eretion of many of the
bridges “was a nurache of futiariss
planning, bacause 1Bey ‘were
bridges 10 powhkere,” 3aid Mr
Halzér, the hitd: 1, PElErrEng [o
spans like those over the Elarlem
River conmécting MManhatlan [o
largely undeveloped land. *Now
theey are Brilpet bo fomewiere
Aned sadly, Ebere i3 not & bot of this
ki of anticipacory develapmen

-
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The University Heights Bridge over the Harem River had its centennial in Januane



